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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 182240 SENT ACTION NATO INFO ALL NATO 
CAPITALS SEPT. 13: 

QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 182240 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: LOS ANGELES TIMES STORY ON NEGOTIATING 
POSITION 

REF: STATE 181638 

1. WASHINGTON POST SEPTEMBER 13 PUBLISHED THE TOTH STORY 
DESCRIBED IN REFTEL. GUIDANCE TO MAKE NO COMMENT STILT AP 
PLIES. 

2. FOR MISSION’S BACKGROUND, TEXT OF THE ARTICLE FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: IN A FURTHER ATTEMPT TO RELAX COLD WAR MILITARY 
POSTURES, THE UNITED STATES AND ITS NATO ALLIES WILL SOON 
PROPOSE TO THE WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES THAT EACH SIDE CUT 
ITS TOTAL FORCES IN CENTRAL EUROPE TO THE SAME LEVEL OF 
ABOUT 700,000 MEN, THE LOS ANGELES TIMES HAS LEARNED. 
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THIS WOULD MEAN A 10 PERCENT NATO REDUCTION AND A 20 PERCENT 
WARSAW BLOC REDUCTION, TO TAKE PLACE OVER SEVERAL YEARS. 

FOR THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION, THE CUTS WOULD 
BE DEEPER - 15 PERCENT BY EACH NATION IN THE FIRST PHASE, 

WHICH COULD BEGIN NEXT YEAR, AND PERHAPS ANOTHER 15 PER- 
CENT IN THE SUBSEQUENT PHASE. 

NUMERICALLY, 28,500 AMERICAN SOLDIERS WOULD COME BACK IN 
THE FIRST PHASE, AND PERHAPS 3,000 U.S. AIRMEN, IF THE 
SOVIETS CAN SUCCESSFULLY BARGAIN FOR AIR FORCE AS WELL 
AS GROUND TROOP CUTS. 

ON THE SOVIET SIDE, THE FIRST PHASE WOULD MEAN THE WITH 
DRAWAL OF 67,500 MEN, WITH NATO EXPECTED TO CALL FOR THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF SOME SOVIET ARMOR UNITS AS WELL AS FOOT 
SOLDIERS. 

THE NATO PROPOSAL.WHICH LARGELY ADOPTS A U.S. PLAN PRE- 
SENTED TO THE ALLIANCE IN JUNE, SHOULD BE COMPLETED FOR- 
MALLY VERY SOON. IT WILL GO BEFORE THE MUTUAL AND BAL- 
ANCED FORCE REDUCTION TALKS THAT RECONVENE IN VIENNA 
OCT. 30. 

THESE TALKS WILL RIVAL IN INTEREST AND IMPORTANCE THE 
INITIAL STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION TALKS (SALT) WHICH 
CULMINATED IN A SOVIET-AMERICAN AGREEMENT AT THE 1972 
MOSCOW SUMMIT. 

THE SCHEME SHOULD SATISFY TO SOME EXTENT THOSE CONGRESSMEN 
WHO HAVE BEEN CALLING FOR DEEP CUTS IN U.S. FORCES ABROAD, 

TO BE MADE UNILATERALLY IF NECESSARY. MIKE MANSFIELD 
(D-MONT.), THE SENATE'S MAJORITY LEADER, RECENTLY PRO- 
POSED A 50 PERCENT CUT IN AMERICAN GROUND TROOPS ABROAD 
OVER A THREE- YEAR PERIOD, WITH AT LEAST 25 PERCENT FROM 
EACH MAJOR THEATER OF OPERATION, SUCH AS EUROPE. 

IF THE SOVIET-LED WARSAW BLOC EVENTUALLY ACCEPTS THE NATO 
PROPOSAL, UP TO 30 PERCENT OF U.S. GROUND FORCES IN 
EUROPE WILL BE BROUGHT BACK WITHIN THE MANSFIELD TIME- 
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UNLESS THE MEN ARE DEMOBILIZED, HOWEVER, LITTLE MONETARY 
SAVING WILL RESULT AND PERHAPS, IF HUGE NEW AIR TRANSPORT 
SYSTEMS ARE NEEDED TO RETURN THEM QUICKLY IN TIME OF CRI- 
SIS, THEY MAY COST MORE TO BE STATIONED HERE THAN IN 
EUROPE. END TEXT. RUSH 
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